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The green flowered 

Grevillea venusta and its 

cultivars ‘Orange 

Marmalade’   (G. 

glossadenia x G. venusta); 

and ‘Firesprite’ (G. 

longistyla x G. venusta) are 

well worth considering if 

you have room for a large 

plant.  

 

Grevilleas love full sun. 

Popular selections with 

divided, slightly felt-like 

leaves, require maximum 

light. Examples include: 

‘Sandra Gordon’; ‘Dorothy 

Gordon’; ‘Majestic’; 

‘Moonlight’; ‘Orange 

Barbara’; ‘Coastal Sunset’ 

and ‘Peaches and Cream’.  

 

Grevilleas with smooth or 

spiky leaves grow with full 

or filtered sunlight. These 

plants typically produce 

smaller flowers, but their 

dense growth makes them 

great habitat for small 

birds.  Examples include: 

Grevillea rosmarinifolia; 

‘Molonglo’; ‘Scarlet Sprite’; 

‘Coral’; ‘Desert Flame’; 

‘Pink Pixie’, ‘Lime Light’, 

plus the previously 

mentioned selections 

‘Orange Marmalade’ and 

‘Firespike’.  

 

Ensure successful planting 

and establishment by 

following these guidelines: 

Prepare the planting area 

by incorporating organic 

material, taking care to 

avoid chicken manure-

based products. These 

contain excess amounts of 

phosphorous. Incorporate 

gypsum into the soil at the 

rate of 1kg per square 

metre. The soil pH should 

be neutral (pH 7). 

 

Avoid disturbing the roots 

and only plant to the depth 

of the plant in its original 

container. Grevilleas 

planted too deeply are 

doomed to failure. Water 

plants in with liquid 

seaweed or worm juice. 

  

Mulching around the roots 

avoids the need for 

cultivating and weeding 

which can be detrimental 

to plants. Take extra care 

to ensure that any 

materials used are kept 

well back from the main 

stem. 

 

Avoid staking where 

possible. Rigidly staking 

grevilleas tend makes them 

dependent on artificial 

support. They can fail to 

develop strong roots and 

are prone to blowing over  

once the stake is removed.  

Water twice a week during 

the first fortnight after 

planting. Reduce to weekly 

watering for the next 

month. When the plant 

appears to be establishing 

well, reduce to fortnightly 

watering. 

 

Tip prune when you plant 

and during establishment. 

Prune grevilleas back by at 

least one third after each 

major flower flush. This 

make require you to 

remove some potential 

flower spikes, but will 

maintain plants to a 

manageable size; improve 

the overall growth habit 

and promote growth and a 

repeat flush of blooms.  

 

Fertilize after pruning.  

Sprinkle fertilizer over the 

mulch so that it does not 

come in direct contact with 

the roots and water in well. 

Choose a fertilizer 

formulated specifically for 

natives; a lawn fertilizer 

low in phosphorous or use 

your own garden compost. 

Liquid nutrients, worm 

liquid and seaweed can be 

applied at any time. 

Growing Grevilleas 
 

Grevilleas grow naturally in 

all areas of Australia, but 

do your homework before 

you purchase to ensure 

you choose the most 

appropriate species and 

cultivars for your region 

and planting position. 

 

Native to Queensland and 

the Northern Territory, 

Grevillea pteridifolia is a 

hardy, seed grown, small 

tree. It is long-lived and 

bears brilliant golden, 

toothbrush flowers for up 

to nine months of the year. 

It is listed as one of the 

first grevilleas collected by 

botanists aboard the 

Endeavour. ‘Honey Gem’ is 

a popular hybrid of this 

species. 

Also endemic to 

Queensland is Grevillea 

banksii. Flowers of this 

species are naturally red, 

but there is a white 

flowered form available. 

Grevillea banksii is one 

parent of ‘Misty Pink’, 

‘Robyn Gordon’, ‘Superb’, 

‘Ned Kelly’ and ‘Pink 

Surprise’.   

 

 


